


This conference year, Reid Temple AME Church has remained steadfast and unmovable as we continue our 
spiritual journey to build the Beloved Community. Known for our warmth and radical hospitality, Reid 
Temple has kept our momentum and quickened our pace, covering new territory as we spread the Word and 
the love of Jesus. 

Even in the midst of an uncertain and often challenging landscape, marked by economic instability, job loss, 
rising costs, and global conflict, we have pressed forward with unwavering faith, grounded in this assurance: 
if God is for us, who can be against us? 

Guided by our quarterly spiritual themes, we moved intentionally throughout the year. From April through 
June, we were "On a Mission," focused on discipling, baptizing, and teaching within the church and through­
out our community. From July through September, we boldly declared that "Worship Works," living out our 
faith in both word and action. From October through December, we embraced "Pure Praise," while January's 
"Passionate Prayers" called us to quiet reflection, centering ourselves in prayer as we prepared for the new 
year. 

As our online community continues to grow, we now reach an average of 25,000 worshippers each month 
across Sunday Services and Bible Studies. During the week, more than 250 individuals gather each morning, 
Monday through Friday at 6:00 AM, for Rise Up! Wake Up! Pray Up!, a service birthed during the pandemic by 
Pastor Mark E. Whitlock Jr. to foster prayer, connection, and spiritual grounding during uncertain times. 

Reid Temple ministries continue to serve the Beloved Community with boldness and compassion across our 
church and throughout the DMV. Dedicated volunteers continue to distribute groceries each month in partnership 
with the Capital Area Food Bank; support returning citizens and minister to those who are incarcerated; provide 
food, prayer, clothing, and essential resources to our unhoused neighbors; care for our youth by delivering Christ­
mas gifts and supplying local schools with clothing, backpacks, and supplies; and remain present with our seniors 
through wellness calls and visits. Our annual #GivingTuesday campaign continues to bless us with 
additional resources to do more. 

Finally, with our heartfelt love and thanks, we celebrate the retirement of Pastor Mark E. Whitlock Jr. and First 
Lady, Rev. Hermia Shegog Whitlock after seven years of dedicated and unwavering service to Reid Temple 
AME Church. God blessed us with spirit-filled, compassionate and caring leaders that moved the 
congregation into greater spiritual growth and levels of kingdom building. Their love and leadership will 
forever be remembered and cherished by the Reid Temple family and community. 
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